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Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College is hosting 
seven Egyptian students for a year through the Com-
munity Colleges for International Development. These 
students are studying a variety of programs ranging 
from Automotive, Small Business Management and 
Computer Programming. In addition to their studies, 
the students are taking in American culture with the 
assistance of several different host families.
 
OCtech also recently hosted seven Danish students 
from the Selandia College of Business in Slagelse, 

Denmark. The students were on the OCtech campus 
for four weeks studying business through the Global 
Education Partnership Program. Several OCtech stu-
dents will be visiting Denmark in May 2010.
 
Executive Vice President Donna Elmore noted that 
many of the students have been surprised to learn that 
Americans are not as often portrayed in the media. 
“That is a very important message for them to under-
stand about America. They learn that we have more in 
common with our global neighbors than not.”
 

OCTech Hosts Egyptian and Danish Students

The doors to the new Piedmont Technical College 
(PTC) Saluda County Center were officially opened for 
business in August 2009 during an open house and rib-
bon cutting ceremony.

“This is a wonderful tribute to the citizens of Saluda 
County and South Carolina,” said S.C. Lt. Gov. Andre 
Bauer.

“This journey started almost seven years ago and I am 
proud to have been a part of it,” said William Whitfield, 
Piedmont Tech Area Commission Chairman from Sa-
luda County. “This is a prime example of what can be 
achieved when people, business and local government 
work together.”

The Saluda High School band performed selections and 
the national anthem while the colors were presented by 
the Saluda High School Navy ROTC. The more than 
200 visitors were invited to tour the facility following 
the ceremony. Other speakers included Dr. Ray Brooks, 
PTC president who recognized officials from Aiken 

Electric Cooperative, USDA Rural Development and 
the U.S. Department of Commerce who assisted with 
the funding of the facility, and Hardee Horne, Saluda 
County Council chairman who thanked the taxpayers 
of Saluda County.

The $3.75 million project was funded through an 
$810,000 bond referendum approved by the citizens of 
Saluda County as well as $740,000 provided by USDA 
Rural Development through Aiken Electric Coop-
erative, Inc. Piedmont Technical College provided 
$600,000 in funding and received a $1.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic 
Development Administration.

The approximately 20,000-square-foot satellite campus, 
located at 701 Batesburg Highway, is an advanced edu-
cational and training facility. The facility includes four 
state-of-the-art PEN rooms, seven classrooms, the new 
Agriculture program lab and a Certified Nursing As-
sistant lab.

Piedmont Tech’s New Saluda County Center Open for Business
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Spartanburg Community College (SCC) will open 
its new Union County Advanced Technology Cen-
ter soon. Officials are hoping it will eventually help 
curb an unemployment rate in excess of 20 percent in 
Union county. The 14,000-square-foot facility, fund-
ed by a grant from the Department of Commerce and 
a Community Development Block Grant, is located 
on Highway 176 and will house three technical pro-
grams: welding, pipe fitting and Manufacturing Skill 
Standards Council certification.

Some classes are scheduled to start in mid-Novem-
ber 2009, with all programs beginning in the 2010 
spring semester. Most of the students are recipients 
of scholarship money from an “individual training 
account” through Upstate Career Source, which op-

erates under the direction of the Upstate Workforce 
Investment Board. 

“Career Source received $2.7 million from the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act to provide grants 
for a training program that would help unemployed 
or underemployed workers from Cherokee, Spartan-
burg, and Union counties upgrade their skills in areas 
of high demand in the Upstate,” said Debra Giordano, 
project director for Career Source.

SCC will also share the facility in a partnership with 
the University of South Carolina-Union, which will 
offer general education courses in the building for 
students to take as they fulfill transferable academic 
requirements while taking SCC’s technical courses.

Union County Advanced Technology Center to Open Soon

Three Technical College of the Lowcountry (TCL) in-
dustrial technology instructors have obtained the Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Accredited Professional (AP) certification.
• Civil Engineering Technology Instructor Rick 
	 Eckstrom
• Computer Aided Design (CAD) Instructor Hadi 
	 Hamid
• Building Construction Technology Instructor 
	 Tim Newsome
 
The LEED AP credential is awarded by the U.S. Green 
Building Council to those who demonstrate an un-
derstanding of green building practices and principles 
and familiarity with LEED requirements, resources 
and processes. LEED provides a suite of standards for 
environmentally sustainable construction.

This fall, TCL launched a series of new and modi-
fied industrial technology programs that incorporate 
these green LEED techniques. The new green tech-
nology courses are being offered in building con-
struction, civil engineering, computer aided design 
(CAD) and alternative energy construction. Many of 
these certificate programs can be completed in just 
one semester.
 
TCL is also demonstrating the possibilities of tidal en-
ergy generation on a small scale on the Beaufort Riv-
er, where a generator is being setup to use the water’s 
perpetual motion to create a small amount of power 
for TCL.
 
For details about TCL’s green programs, call (843) 525-
8241 or visit www.tcl.edu/green.

Green Initiatives Continue at TCL

C
ollege N

ew
s



20 | Economic Development & Growth through Education Fall 2009

EDGESC’S COMPETITIVE

Legislators, county council members, and local busi-
ness leaders joined college officials May 29, 2009 in 
breaking ground on a 37.51-acre piece of property 
on Powdersville Road in Easley that will become 
the site of the Tri-County Technical College’s third 
branch campus. Construction began this summer on 
the first two buildings — one is a QuickJobs Training 
Center and the other is a Multipurpose Classroom 
and Technology Center.

The future Easley Campus will be located on Pow-
dersville Road and will give the college a presence 
in each of the three counties. The campus will better 
serve the citizens of Pickens County by offering cred-
it and continuing education courses to residents. In 
the past, residents traveled to the Pendleton, Ander-
son or Oconee campuses to take credit or personal 
interest classes.

The first building on the site will be the QuickJobs 
Training Center. It is funded through a $986,364 

grant from the State Department of Commerce to 
Pickens County. The QuickJobs Training Center will 
assist in workforce training and skills development 
for the college and for Pickens County. Instructors 
from the Corporate and Community Education and 
Industrial and Engineering Technology Divisions 
will teach training courses specifically based on lo-
cally identified needs and shortages. Projected open-
ing date is late 2009 or early 2010.

The Multipurpose Classroom and Technology Center 
will be a 40,000-square-foot facility funded through 
State capital reserves of nearly $6 million. The facility 
will house university transfer classes, computer and 
industrial electronics classes, as well as a Licensed 
Practical Nursing program. Non-credit classes (per-
sonal interest) and professional development will be 
offered through the Corporate and Community Edu-
cation Division. The anticipated opening date for this 
multipurpose facility is Fall 2010 or Spring 2011.

Officials Break Ground on Easley Campus

Trident Technical College (TTC) has been named a 
Military Friendly School for 2010 by G.I. Jobs maga-
zine. The list honors the top 15 percent of colleges, uni-
versities and trade schools that are doing the most to 
embrace America’s veterans as students. 

Criteria for making the Military Friendly Schools list 
included efforts to recruit and retain military and vet-
eran students, results in recruiting military and veteran 
students and academic accreditations. 

As part of TTC’s efforts to serve veterans on campus, 
a new VETS Center opened on TTC’s Main Campus 

in August 2009 with funding from the Success for Vets 
grant from the American Council on Education and 
the Wal-Mart Foundation. A place for student veter-
ans to study as well as to network with other veterans, 
the VETS Center also has computers and space for stu-
dents to use their laptops. 

TTC’s veterans educational benefits counselor is locat-
ed in the VETS Center and is available to help veterans 
understand the opportunities available to them at TTC 
and assist them in identifying the programs that best 
suit their needs, from pre-college preparation through 
graduation.

Trident Technical College Named Military Friendly School
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Former Williamsburg Technical College student David 
B. Floyd, Jr., turned adversity into a dream come true.
 
Following a severe automobile accident after his se-
nior year of high school, he spent nearly two months 
in intensive care and more months of confinement 
to a wheelchair. As part of his rehabilitation, he was 
encouraged to enroll at WTC in general business and 
computer resource management classes. While there, 
he met English instructor Margaret Chandler who in-
spired him to create literary pieces based on his love of 
mythology and magic. 

Several weeks ago, Floyd published The Rise of the 
Dragon Prince, in what is to become a fantasy fiction 
series entitled Shadows of Krandom.

“Holding this book in 
my hands was surreal,” 
Floyd says, likening 
it to what he would 
imagine it would be 
like to hold one’s new-
born child. “I hope to 
inspire, entertain, and 

motivate people to read between the lines and find 
themselves a place inside my works to root themselves 
and grow.” Floyd is already working on the sequel, 
which is tentatively entitled The Seed of Evil.
 
For more information on this book, go to www.shadow-
sofkrandom.com or search for “Shadows of Krandom” 
at www.amazon.com.

participants’ keyboard 
and data-entry skills 
and help them to be 
more professional and 
effective communica-
tors while learning to 
work both indepen-
dently and as valued 
team members.

WTC Alumnus Publishes Fantasy Fiction Book

York Technical College, in partnership with the Lan-
caster County Economic Development Corporation, 
is offering classes in Lancaster to prepare men and 
women for customer service jobs.
 
In addition to the necessary technology skills required 
for such jobs, the new Customer Service certificate will 
provide participants with skills in problem resolution 
and writing. The certificate is also designed to improve 

York Technical College Offers Call Center Training in Lancaster

Call Center Training

York Technical College announced the opening of 
the Chester Workforce and Learning Success Center 
in Chester. The Center will provide career assessment 
and essential work skills training for those who are 
currently unemployed as well as adult education stu-
dents, high school students and current York Tech 
students. Instruction will include a significant “learn-

ing to learn” component for individuals and small 
groups that will help them become better learners.
 
The Chester Workforce and Learning Success Center 
is being launched at a critical time for Chester County, 
which currently has an unemployment rate of more 
than 20 percent, third highest in the state.

David Floyd, Jr. and Margaret 
Chandler
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Opening of Chester Workforce and Learning Success Center
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